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| B 0 A D F 25 E A, 
The BRITISH QUEEN. 


S the e ex edtation of the town 

Dc is greatly | rais'd by the intel- 
ligence given in the public 
8880 papers, That à new tragedy, 
Pate x7 upon the ftory of Poadices, will 
ſhortly make it's appearance upon the 


theatre royal in abr” Caen and -writ- 
. B ten 


= 


(6) 


ten by an . who has not only 
given proofs of an uncommon genius in 
poetry, but alſo of great worth, in the 
ſtation of life he is plac'd in: I ſay, a 
tragedy of this kind, upon the ancient 
liberty of Britons, executed by ſuch an 
cannot but raiſe an eager deſire 
in every Engliſn heart, to be warm d by 
ſcenes which will bring before em the 
ancient heroiſm of our country; which 
was at that time ſtruggling againſt the 
Roman power, and boldly defending their 
. againſt foreign ſubjection. 


It was therefore thought, from theſe - 
many conſiderations, that a ſuccinct ac- 
count of the character and ſufferings of 
the heroine, who gives name to the 
play, would be no unwelcome entertain- 
ment, before the repreſentation. 5 | 


Iceni, . of which Praſutagus was ki 
and Boadicea queen, call'd afterwards Eaſt, | 
Anglia, comprehended the counties 'now | 
known by the names of Suffolk, Nor- 
folk, dee arid * 5 


* 


| Suetonius | 


Suetonius Paulinus, lieutenant- general 
of the Romans, after many alternate de- 
feats and victories between them and the 
Britons, advanc'd with a large army, as 
far as Mona, (now ſtil'd the ifle of 


Angleſey). a very populous place; being 


the common receptacle of thoſe who. had 
been drove from their native dwellings 
in the former, engagements, when Didius, 
| Verannius, Ke. commanded the Roman 
powers. | | 


Suetonius caus'd flat-bottom'd boats to 


be made, to convey his foot over the 
little river that parts the iſland from the 
oppolite ſhore; and his horſe waded, or 
ſwam after. them. The approaching army 
ſoon alarm'd the inhabitants of Mona, 


who all aſſembled and marched towards 


the ſhore. The men were arm'd with 
deſperate weapons, and the women ran, 
with lighted torches in their hands, 
 arrayd in frightful habits ; which, with 
their looſe hair flying wildly about their 
ſhoulders, made em look like ſo many 
furies juſt broke from hell. The Druids 
accompany'd 'em, with lifted hands, in- 
"4 : | voking 


—— — 


. 
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voking heaven; but with. ſuch hideous 


noiſe, that gave their invocations more 
the ſound of profanation than ban 


Whether they did this with a po- 
litic view, to terrify the Romans from 
advancing ; ; or whether their real fear 
threw em into theſe ſhocking agitations, 
is not certain: But all authors agree, that 
at their appearance the Romans ftood 
aghaſt, and would have retir'd without 
compleating their defign. | 


But Suetonius, ; who had not that 
timid . apprehenſion ſome of his ſoldiers 
had, in a long ſpeech to his legions, re- 
preſented the Britons in ſo ridiculous a 
light, calling em lunatic and riotous va- 
grants, and. other names of contempt ; 
which fo animated his men, that they | 
fell furiouſly upon em, ended ſome with 
the ſword, others they threw on heaps, 
and conſum d 'em in their. own fires. 

Aſter this defeat Suetonius, to ſecure his 
eonqueſt, and prevent all future attacks from 
the Britons of Mona, deſtroy'd all their 
places of ATTN worſhip (where 2 

N 


„ yn 1 


(9) 


us'd, in barbarous ceremony, to ſacrifice 


£15 ſons, daughters, mothers, or fathers, 


in hopes to gain an inſight into their 
future fortunes) built garriſons all round, 


and did intend to leave a ſufficient number 
of troops to keep the place in perpetual 


ſubjection; but was diverted from his 


E by a deſperate riſing of the 


enians, who had rais'd a formidable 
body, and were. marching to meet the 

>mans ; having firſt made folemn yows 
not to give quarter, nor ſpare a Roman 
in their rr. | 


_ OO aſliſted by Venuſi ius, a Tale 


nobantian prince, commanded this body. 


The reaſon of her particular wrath, was 
not owing only to the inſults which the 
Britons in general had receiv'd at Mons 
and other parts, but to the wrongs her 
own family had ſuffer d An: the inhuman 
Romans, 1 5 e 
The 888 by the beſt account 
we gain from ancient hiſtory) inhabited 
that part of Briton, now: known by 
the names of Middleſex and Eſſex; and 
took ehen name from the old Britiſh 
' word 


(10) 

word Tre-nant, implying towns or houſes 
in a vailey : For, indeed, the whole 
country lies directly all along upon the 
level, by the Thames fide. This can- 
not be affirm'd' as fact, yet we have this 
| likelihood ; for thoſe that inhabited Gal- 
lovidia in Scotland, lying in a vale, were 
call d in Britiſh N oantes and Novantes ; 
And the ancient people, nam'd Nantuates, 
liv'd about Le Vault, or the vale of the 
Rhine, and took their name from thence. 


/ 


Ns | CI on | WY 
Tacitus has given us the following tale 


of Boadicea's ſufferings, and the reaſons 


ſhe had for ſuch * revenge. = 


Praſutagus, hasband of Boadicea, tir 


with the 2 differences between 
his people ang omans (being very 
rich and of a be OS ble diſpoſition) ſome- 
time before his death, in order to ſecure. 
ſucceſſion to his children, made Ceſar 
coheir his two daughters; 3 which 


Cæſar adily accepted, and promis d pro- 
techn to him and all his race. But 
far other was the conſequence ; for Pra- 
ſutagus was no ſooner dead, than the 
Romans, under colour of over- ſceing and 


taking 


8 


fk 
taking poſſeſſion of the emperor's new 
Inheritance, gave his kingdom up a. prey 
to the centurions, his houſe. and riches 
to the voracious officers, and his people 
they us'd like {laves, as they had been 
taken by force of arms. The. richeſt of 
his ſubjects they drove from their dwel- 
lings, ſeiz d their eftates; and, in order 
to give ſome countenance to their cruelty, 
gave out it was ſo order'd by the laſt 
teſtament of Praſutagus, their late King: 
Seiz d alſo on the new colony of Ca- 
malodunum, deſtroy d their houſes, cattle 


and property and term d em ſlaves and 
vaſſals. 


* : 


| Boadicea, fir'd with 7 own wrongs, 
and ſpurr'd on by her. ſuffering ſub- 
jects, demanded of the Roman leaders 
reparations for the injuries committed; 
but, inſtead of redreſs, her complaints 
were call d rebellious, againft the teſta- 
ment of , her, deceas d husband, and in 
een to her allies the Romang, | 


Under tbeſe pretences, they tod an 


opportunity of exerciſing their cruelty. 
They ſeiz d on n, adiees and her two 


daugh- 
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daughters; and, while tlie queen was 
whipt m ptiblick through the ftreets, 


her daughters ſuffer d violation from the 


Roman ſoldiers; While her defencelets 
fabjeQs ſtood by and faw the inhuman 
outrage; * without : daring to oppoſe or 
vindicate the TOY | race.” | 


Theſe anjnits done to Bestie bon 
K the I. tinobantes, and Venuſius, 
their leader; 5 Who, at the interceffion of 
his people, reſolv d. to Join with this 


ill- treated queen, and ſeek” Tevenge upon 


the Romans: At his approach, back d 
by a numerous army, the Icenians ſhobk 
off the fear the Roman cruelty had 


- thrown'- upon em, and all refoiy'd to 
juſtify their rights, and eyenge their 


injur'd monarch, | 
erage: $02. 110} Augst 


The EY of this new avg 4 little 


any -d the cruel Romans, and Suetonius 
began to repent of his late raſhneſs;; but, 


being, of an undaunted fpirit, te” ſum⸗ 
mon'd. his b Pert and gain d the hills 
achacent to Leeni, reſold d to try the 


fortune of a pitch d battle; in which he 
| had N been ſocceldfal, though 
wy, PN againſt 


(13) 


againft unequal numbers : For his men 
were true veterans,” and well diſciplin d 
in war. 


Soon as Venues join'd the numbers 
Boadicea had rais'd, nought but ſhouts 
were heard : ſeaſtings, and ſigns of joy 
were ſeen in every ſtreet, while the Ro- 
man power ſtood trembling at the ap- 
PUT ſtorm. | 


On the third day Boadices, i be 
new ally, march'd forth amidſt the ac- 
clamations of the Tcenians and Trinoban- 
tians, to ſeek the enemy ; ; Who, at Sue- 
tonius's command, (cho IR drew 
out to meet em. | 


ve began the onſet, with a furi- 
ous attack, upon Decianus, who | com- 


manded the left wing. The Romans cou'd 


not ſtand the ſhock, but fled, in the ut- 
moſt confuſion ; while Boadicea made ſuch 
havock in the right, that ſtory ſcarce can 
parallel. Some flew to the temple they 
had erected, and made ſome ſmall defence, 


but Boadicea's fury toon took it by 5 


ſtorm; and, I of the Prayers of men, 
C the 
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44» | 
the tears of women, and cries. of chil- 
dren, put all to the ſword, and then bury'd 
em in the ruins of the temple. Petilius 


Cerealis, coming with a {ſmall party to 


Juceour thoſe fled to the temple, was in 
his way meet by Venuſius; and he, with 


all hiz men, e the general fate. 


Sbetonius, not at all diſmay' d at the 
defeat of the army, nor ſtung with the 
exulting pride of Boadicea and her col- 
league, found means, thro' all his enemies, 
to march to London, which was princi- 
pally inhabited by the Romans; and, 
even then, a a place of great reſort and 
traffick. * This he intended, as his friends 
were numerous, to make the {eat of war. 
The inhabitants here receiv d him not 
with that eagerneſs he expected. They 
were not back ward in ſupporting him, 
and his ſhatter d troops; but were not 
willing to enliſt themſelves, in order 
to a future attempt upon Mona, and 
the. other places the Britons had re- 
taken, by the ſucceſs of the laſt engage- 


However, 


Thus urg'd, Verulam, a free Roman ſet- 


„ 
However, he got "ſome - few! recruits; 
and determin'd to match back towards 


* 


„ + # 


Iceni. Boadicea and her forces were all 
this while concerting new conqueſts. They 


did not wait to aſſail caſtles and ſmall forts; 


but proceeded directly where moſt treaſure, 


and ſtronger holds were to be obtain'd. 
Nor was their policy bad, for about this 


time Seneca (that man, whoſe morals are, + 
now read with rapture) having formerly, 
by the inſtigation of Nero, drawn the 


Britons into borrowing large ſums of him; 
upon propoſals of eaſy payment, now at 
once demanded the whole ſum; which ſo 
exaſperated the Icenians, who had power 


in their“ hands; that they determin'd - to 


make the Roman colonies defray this vaſt 


* 


expence. . 
le r (3 


tlement, became a prey to their (avarice, 


can't eall it) neceflity.' The 'towri gal- 


lantly defended itſelf; but, being over- 


eome, the Britons put (according to their 


former proceedings againſt the Romans) all 
to the ſword, and above ſeventy thouſand 
Romans, and their aſſociates, fell in the 
cl | : maſſacre. 


1 
maſſacre. None were ſpar d, none ran- 
ſom'd, but all taſted of an immediate, or 
a lingering death: Nor cruelty, that re- 
venge, or the inſolence of ſucceſs could 
ſuggeſt to them, was omitted. The Ro- 
man matrons were hung up, and (as ſome 
authors ſay) their breaſts cut off, and 
ſew d to their mouths; that, in the horrid 
pangs of death, they might ſeem to eat 
their own fleſh : While the Britons cele- 
brated their ſucceſs in the temple of An- 
date, their goddeſs of victory, and feaſted 
their revengeful eyes upon the Romans 


{ 


The Britons here forgot themſelyes ; 
for, inſtead of revelling for what was paſt, 
what was to come. Nor were their riots 
only ſerviceable to Suetonius, Who was all 
this time collecting troops to recover his 
fallen fame, but detrimental to their o] 
force: For, when they were heated with 
wine, frequent diſputes aroſe between the 

Icenians and Trinobantes, and many pri- 
vate frays happen d between them; till at 
length the parties on both ſides grew ſo 
violent, that a general action had 1 9 
8 . a q 


- 


Ras 


had not their leaders, Venuſius and Boadi- 
cea, been inform d of their animoſit y. 


% 
4 


Ih he argument firſt began, which did 

the moſt ſer vice in the field. The Trino- 
bantes inſiſted that the ſucceſs of the day 
was owing to the bravery and conduct of 
Venuſius, their general; nor were the 
| Tcemians leſs partial, in giving the whole 
action to Boadi ce. 


The deciſion of this diſpute was left to 
the two leaders; the beginners of the 
conteſt on each ſide ſummon'd: to appear, 
where Boadicea and Venuſius ſat as judges 


r ß . Of CHIME TH HI MITE 
_ I. (Phe diſputants had no ſooner ſet ſortli 
their complaints, than a © paſſion roſe in 
Boadicea's breaſt, which was plainly pic- 
tur d in her face, againſt the Trinoban- 


tians. She call'd for inſtant redreſs; and, 


in commanding accents, bid Venuſius do 
her juſtice on thoſe baſe cowards, who had 
traduc d her glory, and her ſoldiers; add- 
ing, © They want, by this baſe falſhood, 
A to level my courage, and my valiant 
veterans, to their poor diſtant attack 


( upon 
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"the: field of battle; and, beneath 


« _— blind of * would conceal 
- their fear.“ 
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-- This =D. "tank reflection; tur d 
me eyes of all the Trinobantes upon their 
general; and a murmur that ran am 
them, ſhew'd how. much they reſented this 
treatment from à queen, whoſe: cauſe they 
had eſpous d, and whoſe * glory 
ſprang from their 1 
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2 though bf a exlin; determi d 
nature, could not ſee this inſult of him- 
ſelß, and his brave foldiers, without ſtand- 
ing up in their defence. He made 2 
ſpeceh, in which he applauded the emula- 
tion the joint-allies had fo: "glory ; -and, 
to heighten that glory they aſpir d to, he 
recommended concord an — riend- 
ſbip ; adding, That when two different 
powers attack à common enemy, if each 
64 aſpires to out- do the other, emulation 
«then turns colleague with | the foe; and 
victory is Joft;' by the” raſh: bravery of 
N. be contending N II 891 
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W not taking pure with the en 
nag d and haughty Boadicea, enflam'd her 
beyond all bounds; and this meeting, 
which was intended to reconcile the dif- 
ferences of their ſoldiers, ended in a breach 


| | 

N | 5 

of amity between the . Ga | 

T his dif pute occaſion'd many a af 

F horror; for; the foldiers on each party, 

f finding no redreſs from their ſuperiors, ; 

| ſought: to revenge themſclyes, and many | 

| skirmiſhes enſu d. Boadicea too, being 

1 of a bloody diſpoſition, not being able N 

to execute her will in full, ſought private | | 
* revenge upon ſome of the chief of tlie 
* Trinobantians; way- - laid and deſtroy d 

* ſome, and others threw in chains: While 

„ Venuſius, to appeaſe his ſoldiers, ſeiz d 1 
Fe on the authors of thoſe violences try'd, | 
* and condemn'd ſome. ure the; mud of LN 
4 oa ſubhects. s | #: 1 b FO | | 
_ Suetoniu bl 8 ** dess | | 
* jars among the Britons, | and made ads f 
of Vantage of it; for, while they lay inac- ä 
2-8 tive in their tents, by private; feuds 
- leſſening their Wenge he Was active in 


drawing „ 


( 


drawing forces from all the Roman co- 
lonies, till at length he advanced with 
a numerous Ws towards the Britiſn 
camp. c 


. Venuſius, rouæ d by dc ineapedded 
approach of the Romans,  inftantly put 
all his Trinobantians into form of . eu 
and ſent advice to Boadicea to do the 
fame and meet him before the dawn of 
day. The Romans, ſeeing the enemy 
forming, adyanc'd to meet em The at- 
tack was fierce and deſperate, but con- 
queſt ſome declard for Suetonius: The 
Trinobantians, being too weak to ſtand 
the onſet, were cut to pieces; and Ve- 
nuſius, with all his 1 9 5 to _ 
Word. | 
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Boadices, wh: had all this white Rood 
ſtill, and ſaw with pleaſure the Trinoban- 
tians ſlaughter d. now took the field; 
and, ere fhe march'd to the attack. or= 
der'd all the women, with their children, 
to fit around in waggons to behold the 
coming fight, ſo certain was ſhe of 
deſtroying the Roman powers; while ſhe, 
with her daughters, rode about in an. 


open 
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open chariot: Telling her champions, as 
2 gteat encouragement, That it was the 
cuſtom of the Britons to be led by wo- 
men Then exalted on a benk of 
& turf, ſhe -related- the injuries ſhe had re- 


= ccivid from the Romans; how ſhe was 
= lfh'd, and how her. daughters ſuffer'd 


ö viaiation from the cruel officers. She 
Vas dreſs'd in a looſe-bodied gown, a 
= ſpear in her hand, and a hare in her 
boſom; which. aſter ſhe: had addreſs d 
Andate, the Britiſh goddeſs, ſhe let ſlip 


Y _ 2 them, to encourage her ſoldiers, 


nns em IS yes n 
910 * N 30: e N : 
But, n +. how vain! nj all het 
hopes? for, in the firſt onſet, her arm 
gave ground; and the Romans preſſing 
upon em, all met the fate Venuſius 8 

army had juſt taſted. Boadicea, with her 
daughters fled; hut, being purſir'd. by 
a party of the Romans, to avoid falling 
into their hands, forc'd her daughters to 
drink poiſon, and then __ the _— 
baneful dent herſelf, a2m-190. ! 


Thus Ra ory wo 1 queen, "ol 
al: her family; whoſe heroic ſpirit can- 
D not 
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not be enough applauded; -nor | whoſe 


pride, revenge, and implacable thirſt od 


My {CO enden d. 5 kin 

— Sueton 18, after the many e e 
tacks he had receiv'd, ' encamp'd witli all 
his army upon the feld of battle, and 
there remain d till he had :receiv'd from 
Germany one thouſand: horſe and ten 
thouſand "foot 5. which. additions aſſiſted 
him to procced j in his conqueſts, and al 
moſt oyer-Fun the ind! Tg, 207 ohoA 
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Thus dl Boadice 5 whole! : 


according to Milton, "Was of ſtature big 


and tall; of, viſage grim and feth ; 

4 harſh of voice; her hair of bright co- 
jour, flowing down her hips. She: 
« wore a plighted garment! af divers co- 


jours; with a great 1 but=: 


60 ton d over all, a thick robe!“ 3 1d 
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"She A elch by fen iettbe Ge 


Crafty Lioneſs; who give but flight ac- 
count of her merit, contributing more to 


her e . ber 9 
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ated for a dramatic performance: Eſpe- 
jally when handled by an author, who 
has already given proofs of his excellence 
pathetic; and whoſe epiſode will, 
ndoubtedly, enrich the tale. 


FINIS. 


The ſtory is, in every particular, MY 
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